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Benefactive Meanings Expressed by Causatives
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causatives,

Japanese has three grammatical constructions to express a benefactive meaning,

whereby a person’s actions have a beneficial effect on another person.

(1) Watashi ga (Hanako no tame ni) nimotsu wo hakonde yaru. (V-te yaru sentence)
‘I carried the luggage (for Hanako).’

(2) Taroé ga (watashi no tame ni) nimotsu wo hakonde kureru. (V-te kureru sentence)
‘Tard carried the luggage (for me).’

(3) Watashi ga Jird ni nimotsu wo hakonde morau. (V-te morau sentence)

‘I had Jird carry my luggage.’

However, all of these benefactives express events in which the Agent (Watashi,
Taro, and Jiro in the above examples) is the benefactor.

In contrast, some causative (V-(sa)seru) sentences can express events in which
intervention by a Causative Agent causes an Agent to carry out an action that has a

beneficial effect on the Agent themselves.

(4) Oya ga kodomo ni eiyo no aru mono wo tabesaseru.

‘A parent has their child eat nutritious food.’

In this case, and in contrast to benefactive sentences, the Agent (kodomo) is the
beneficiary. In other words, one type of causative sentence may function to express a
situation that cannot be expressed by benefactive sentences, namely when the Agent is
the beneficiary of an action.

This type of causative sentence corresponds to the “michibiki” (guidance) causative
in the dichotomy between “tsukaidate” (exploitation) and “michibiki” (guidance) type
causatives proposed in Hayatsu (2015). “Tsukaidate” type causatives can express

events similar to those expressed by V-te morau sentences.
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(5) Sensei ga gakusei ni nimotsu wo {hakobaseru/hakonde morau}.

‘The teacher {has/makes} the student carry the luggage’.

Furthermore, the causative affix —(s)ase and yaru/kureru/morau may combine to
form predicates in V-(s)asete-yaru, V-(s)asete-kureru, and V-(s)asete-morau sentences.

These function to express events that cannot be expressed by simple benefactives.

(6) Hahaoya ga {Taro/watashi} ni oishii mono wo tabesasete {yaru/kureru}.
‘(His/my) mother lets {Taro/me} eat delicious food.’
(7) Boku ga joshi ni oishii nihonshu wo nomasete morau.

‘My boss lets me drink delicious sake.’

Previous research has only recognized the benefactive sentences in (1)-(3) as
benefactive constructions. This paper suggests that it is valid to regard causative and
V-(s)asete-yaru/kureru/morau sentences as functioning as types of benefactive

constructions.






