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On the twentieth commemorative volume

The Consortium for the Studies of Eurasian Languages (CSEL) was formed in
March 2007 by members from the following three Kaken-hi (Grant-in-Aid for Scientific
Research, the Japan Society of Promotion of Sciences) projects carried out in FYs 2002-2005
for research on Eurasian languages: “Philological Research on Old Central Asian
Manuscripts Kept in Russia” (Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (A), Project Number
14201053), “Mechanisms of Contact and Change in Turkic Languages” (Grant-in-Aid for
Scientific Research (A), Project Number 14251019), and “General Research on Eurasian
Linguistic Areas: Language Contact in Eurasia” (Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (B),
Project Number 14310224). The members of these projects gathered once a year at Haneda
Memorial Hall (Center for Eurasian Cultural Studies, Kyoto University) for a ‘joint
meeting of researchers of the three Grants-in-Aid’, where were read papers on Eurasian
languages, especially Altaic languages, history, philology, and so on. This annual
meeting was held in early spring, with a whole-day session for presentations followed
by lively discussions with acute questions and answers. The papers presented were the
newest fruits from the forefront of the respective research fields, by participants ranging
from eminent researchers to younger postgraduate students.

As sponsor of these Grants-in-Aid, the Japan Society of Promotion of Sciences
requires funded sponsees to submit a ‘report-book’ of the research at the end of the
grant term. Though the report-books are very useful and interesting for researchers in
the field, their distribution is far from sufficient. Since the head researchers of the three
projects involved here regarded the report-books as resources to be published for easy
access and wider use by researchers in the field, they found it necessary to establish an
organization such as the present Consortium to support the publication of the fruits of
the projects in a series under the Consortium’s auspices. The leading members of the
three projects, M. Shogaito, T. Hayasi, T. Kubo, and S. Fujishiro, invited other members
to join the newly organized Consortium. Most of them agreed to join; the Consortium
was established in March 2007, as noted above. These days, humanities is not very
favored in Japan, compared to such research areas as medical sciences and technologies,
especially in terms of government funding. Our Consortium, however, with financial
support from Kaken-hi, has provided the member researchers with a supportive platform
to disseminate their academic works to colleagues in related fields in Japan and abroad.
The main series published by the Consortium is Contributions to the Studies of
Eurasian Languages (also CSEL for short). The Consortium is assigned ISBN
978-4-903875 by the Japan ISBN Agency, and assigns a 13-digit ISBN to publications
by its members. To date, nineteen volumes have been published in the CSEL series; they
are listed at the end of this volume, the twentieth.

When we first established the Consortium, about twenty members joined; this
year, the number of members is up to fifty, among whom are linguists, philologists,
historians, and others. The languages included cover almost the whole area of Eurasia.



This volume is issued, on the one hand, in celebration of the twentieth one of the CSEL
series, while on the other, we would like to dedicate this commemorative volume to the
late Prof. Dr. Masahiro Shogaito (1942-2014), an eminent scholar in linguistics,
Turcology, and philology of Old Turkic, who laid the foundations for our Consortium.
Highlights of Prof. Shogaito’s career and a list of his academic publications can be
found on the website of the Consortium (http://el.kobe-ccn.ac.jp/csel/). Obituaries for
him were published in Japan and abroad; they include those cited below.
e ‘Shogaito Masahiro-san and the Linguistic Society of Japan’ (Masayoshi Shibatani)
pp- 135-136.
e ‘The philological linguistics by Prof. Dr. Shogaito Masahiro’ (Yutaka Yoshida) pp.
137-140.
e ‘In memoriam Shogaito Masahiro-sensei’ (Setsu Fujishiro) pp. 140-143.
All the above are in Journal of the Linguistic Society of Japan ‘Gengo Kenkyu’ 146
(2014). The Linguistic Society of Japan.
e ‘In memoriam Dr. SHOGAITO Masahiro’ (Hiroshi Umemura)
In Eastern Studies 128 (2014), pp. 207-209. Toho Gakkai (Institute of Eastern
Culture).
e ‘Obituary for Professor Masahiro Shogaito’ (Takao Moriyasu)
In Studies on the Inner Asian Languages 29 (2014), pp. 1-5. The Society of Central
Eurasian Studies.
e ‘What Professor Masahiro Shogaito dreamed of: For the future of the humanities in
Japan’ (Kazuhiko Yoshida)
In The Alumni Bulletin Ibun 57 (2014), pp. 9-11. Alumni Association of the Faculty
of Letters, Kyoto University.
e ‘Memories of Shogaito-san’ (Toshiki Osada)
In M. Onishi, S. Chida, and Y. Ito (eds.) Chikyu-ken Gengo-kijutsu Ronshu 7 (2015),
pp. 225-232. Gengo-kijutsu Kenkyu-kai.
http://1g.let. kumamoto-u.ac.jp/kijutsuken/ronsyu/7/99 osada_all.pdf
e ‘Obituary: In memoriam Masahiro Shogaito sensei (April 1942-March 2014)’
(Abdurishid Yakup)
In Turkic Languages 18 (2014), pp. 3-17.
http://www.digizeitschriften.de/dms/resolveppn/?PID=PPN666048797 0018LOG_0008
e ‘Obituary: Shogaito Masahiro PN IESL’ (17. April 1942-23. Mirz 2014)’ (Peter
Zieme)
In Acta Orientalia Academiae Scientiarum Hungaricae 67(3) (2014), pp. 363-367.
https://doi.org/10.1556/A0rient.67.2014.3.8
e “Yitirdiklerimiz: Masahiro SHOGAITO’ (Mehmet Olmez)
In Tiirk Dili. Dil ve Edebiyat Dergisi CVI-748 (2014), p. 112.
http://www.tdk.gov.tr/images/32042014.pdf
e ‘Masahiro Shogaito kergek bolt1’ (Serkan Sen and Adullah Mert)
In Tiirkliik Bilimi Arastirmalar: 35 (2014), pp. 293-298.
http://dergipark.ulakbim.gov.tr/tubar/article/view/5000073229
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Although it has been four years since Prof. Shogaito left us, our grief remains
undiminished. We, the editorial board, are convinced that the twenty-four articles in this
volume, the first of which is based on unfinished work of Prof. Shogaito’s, are valuable
contributions to the study of Eurasian languages and worthy of presentation in this
commemorative twentieth volume. We do hope and wish that CSEL (both Consortium
and Contributions) will continue to provide opportunities to promote exchange among
researchers, as we know Prof. Shogaito wished as well.

Lastly, we would like to express our sincere gratitude for the reviewers outside
the editorial board. The list of them is presented below, surnames first and in Japanese
alphabetical (gojiion) order.

ARAKAWA Shintaro (Associate Professor, Research Institute of Languages and
Cultures of Asia and Africa, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

KisHIDA Fumitaka (Professor, Osaka University)

KURIBAYASHI Yuu (Professor, Okayama University)

SHEN Li (Professor, Doshisha University)

NozAWA Takeshi (Professor, Ritsumeikan University)

HASHIMOTO Masaru (Professor Emeritus, Osaka University of Foreign Studies)

YAMAKOSHI Yasuhiro (Associate Professor, Research Institute of Languages and
Cultures of Asia and Africa, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

YOSHIDA Natusya (Adjunct Researcher, National Institute for Japanese Language and

Linguistics)

23 March 2018
On behalf of the editorial board for this volume,
S. Fujishiro
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